Section 33:  Home Education Policy (Revised April 2007)

Background:  

We respect that parents have the right to choose Home Education for their children and that Home Education has characteristics of tutorial learning.  Over the years, we have seen the special relationship that has been created between homeschooling students and the School.  We see Banbury as a logical intermediate step between homeschooling and the wider world.  In addition, we believe that learning should be continually occurring both at home and at school.  Many parents who choose homeschooling tend to have a philosophical attitude that is congruent with that of the School.  In fact, the homeschooling community is in spirit closest to ours of any other community of parents in the city.  Because Banbury maintains a small, familial type atmosphere that focuses on the emotional safety of each student and that facilitates student paced learning, it is a nice fit for homeschooling families.

Policy: 


Banbury Crossroads School does not offer to supervise a purely homeschooled program.  As an Associate Board, Banbury Crossroads does offer blended programs to students who are being home educated.  This policy respects the requirements of the Home Education Act and the School Act of Alberta Education and other various policies of Banbury Crossroads School.  

There are two choices in how homeschooling parents can blend their child’s education at Banbury Crossroads School:

A. Blended, registered part-time:  Students can enroll in the individual courses/subjects of their choosing and attend the School when those classes are offered.  The teachers of those courses would be responsible for the curricular outcomes of the courses and would develop, administer, manage and evaluate the progress of the student, and maintain a record of their studies.  They would be taught in accordance with the School philosophy and practices.  The student would complete the rest of the curriculum at home under the autonomous direction of their parents who would develop, administer, manage and evaluate the progress of their child(ren), and maintain a record of their studies.  Either their teachers at Banbury (option 1) or of another board (option 2) would ensure that the student is meeting designated outcomes of the courses covered at home, that assistance and advice from facilitators is provided, that records are provided and maintained, and that resources are available to the parents.   

B. Registered full-time:  The Banbury Alternative: Students can attend the School a certain number of days in the week and work on subjects of their choice, according to our pedagogical philosophy, when they are here as part of our “choice work” and student paced methodology.  The teachers at Banbury would be responsible for developing, administering, managing and evaluating the progress of all of their work.  The student could also work on some of the same subjects when they were at home.  The advantage of this choice is the flexibility in when the student attends school and the reduced responsibility on the part of the parents who can help their child at home without having to plan, deliver and evaluate academic courses.  Because our school is student paced, parents would also not have worry about losing instructional hours when the child is not at school.  

Guidelines:

1.
Financial Logistics

Choice A: Option 1

Banbury Crossroads School will receive Home Education instruction funding from Alberta Education for each blended student registered with the School.  If parents enroll their children at least 50% in our elementary and junior high programs and 20% for high school programs, then we will offer parents at least 50% of the Home Education instruction funding for the purchase of instructional materials for the subjects parents teach at home.  If parents enroll their children for less than 50% in our school programs, they will receive the entire amount of Home Education instruction funding, but will incur elevated tuition (see below).  All parents may choose to use their Home Education instruction funding, or a portion thereof, towards the cost of tuition for courses taken at the School.  

· All parents pay a registration fee, upon the enrollment of their child(ren), as stated in the Tuition and Related Fees policy. 

· Tuition costs for blended students would be based on either a per course rate (a) as stated in the Tuition and Related Fees Policy, or on a pro-rated amount (b) reflecting the percentage of time spent at the school.  



a) A parent may choose to pay by the course when their children are working on major subjects, because it would allow students more flexibility in the days they attend school.  Instruction in major subjects is usually offered daily.  As well, if children are enrolled for courses that are taught on certain days for only a portion of the day, paying by course might again be a viable option, so parents are not paying for time their children are not present.  Parents would not be charged any additional fees if the student does not complete the course within the school term and needs additional time the following year.

b) A parent may choose to pay a pro-rated amount reflecting the percentage of time spent at the school, when their child is working on multiple courses and/or when a child is capable of completing a course quickly.  This rate is calculated as a percentage of the full tuition, based on the percentage of the weekly hours the blended student attends compared to that of a full-time student. 

· Parents would also be responsible for any subject-related fees, such as those for PE, or Art, if the student is enrolled in such subjects.  

· Book fees would apply to blended elementary students and would be pro-rated to reflect the percentage of time the student attends the school unless the parents opt to use the same materials as the school for the courses taught at home.  Then the full amount would be charged.  These are all outlined in the Tuition and Related Fees Policy.  

· If students enroll after the September 30th count date, an extra fee will be charged to partially make up for the loss of the Home Education instruction funding for the year.  This fee is outlined in the Tuition and Related fees policy.

· If a student attends less than 50% of the time (or 20% for high school), an additional charge would be levied to make up for the loss of the Home Education instruction funding.  That amount would be a percentage of the (50%) Home Education instruction funding that is equal to the percentage the student is attending the School.  The September count date would not apply in this case.  A parent could use their Home Education instruction funding towards this payment.  

· We will not charge for monitoring the homeschooled courses taken by the blended students at this time.  

Choice A: Option 2

The Associate Board in this case is not Banbury Crossroads School.  Therefore, this alternative board would receive the Home Education instruction funding and forward the appropriate portion to the Homeschooling family.  Banbury would only receive government funding for the portion of time the student is taking courses at the School, provided the student is attending the School for at least 50% of the time or 20% for high school.  Students would enroll at Banbury for certain courses, and the teachers of those courses would be responsible for the curricular outcomes of the courses, and would develop, administer, manage and evaluate the progress of the students, and maintain a record of their studies.  However, the teachers at Banbury would not be responsible for ensuring that designated outcomes of the courses covered at home are met.  This monitoring role would be provided by the other board or the designated Associate Board.  Parents could again use the portion of the Home Education instruction funding towards payment for the courses they enroll in at Banbury Crossroads School.

· All parents pay a registration fee, upon the enrollment of their child(ren), as stated in the Tuition and Related Fees policy. 

· Tuition costs for blended students would be based on a per course rate, as per the Tuition and Related Fees policy.

· Parents would also be responsible for any subject-related fees, such as those for PE, or Art, if the student is enrolled in such subjects.  

· Book fees would apply to blended elementary students and would be pro-rated to reflect the percentage of time the student attends the school.  These are all outlined in the Tuition and Related Fees Policy.  

· If students attend less than 50% of the time (or 20% for high school), an additional charge would be levied to make up for the loss of the Home Education instruction funding.  That amount would be a percentage of the (50%) Home Education instruction funding that is equal to the percentage the student is attending the School.  

Choice B:

In the Banbury Alternative, students are registered as a full-time student with the School.  We receive the regular grant as usual from Alberta Education, and the Homeschooling Instruction funding is not applicable.  We require students to attend school a minimum of 3 days per week, but days attended are flexible. 

· Parents will pay the entire tuition amount because their child(ren) would be taking all of the basic and complementary subjects.  All parents pay a registration fee, upon the enrollment of their child(ren), as stated in the Tuition and Related Fees policy. 

· Parents would also be responsible for any subject-related fees, such as those for PE, or Art, if the student is enrolled in such subjects.  

· If students enroll after the September 30th count date, an extra fee will be charged to partially make up for the loss of the instructional grant for the year.  This fee is outlined in the Tuition and Related fees policy.

· Book fees would apply to elementary students.  These are all outlined in the Tuition and Related Fees Policy.

2.
Roles and Responsibilities 

When Banbury is the Associate Board for the blended program and is responsible for monitoring student progress, the following guidelines will be followed:

1. Parents must provide the School with the following:

· The courses the parents will teach at home;

· The courses the teachers will be responsible for teaching;

· The attendance schedule;

· All registration forms and payment, and 

· A Home Education Plan for each child as described below.

2. A student is deemed to receive satisfactory instruction at home when:

· The person(s) providing the instruction are competent to do so;

· The education program of the student is assessed in a regular and consistent fashion and matches the education program that the parent is offering;

· The parents have demonstrated, through the collection of a portfolio of work, CTBS, or other appropriate assessment devises, that their children have accomplished the outcomes of their program;

· Parents provide a detailed report of progress and achievements 2 times a year.  

3. Banbury Crossroads will perform the following for approved Home Education Programs:

· Provide course materials for elementary students, in line with the Alberta Programs of Study, upon the request of parents;

· Order requested course materials for secondary students;

· Maintain records relating to financial matters and student achievement;

· Make recommendations to the parents in order to assist the students in increasing their level of learning;

· Offer assistance in securing alternate resource materials and in assessment ideas; 

· Invitations to school events and field trips; 

· Disperse government grants in a manner consistent with Alberta Education guidelines;

· Register students for Achievement and Diploma exams, if desired and if the students have demonstrated that they have completed the course;

· Evaluate the students’ progress to ascertain if they are meeting the designated outcomes of the Programs of Study a minimum of two times a year, by examining their work portfolio and interviewing both parents and children;

· Assign grades for completed high school courses taught at home based on an evaluation of their work portfolio, an interview and/or final examination.

4. Banbury Crossroads may terminate an approved Home Education Program according to section 25(1)(a) and (b) of the School Act, if:

· The supervising teacher and the principal deem that parents are not fulfilling their portion of the homeschooling agreement, to the detriment of the child’s progress;  

· The student’s behavior at school is harmful or is too disruptive to teachers and/or other students, according to our Suspension and Expulsion policy.

5. Where Home Education programs are terminated, Banbury Crossroads will inform the parents/guardians in writing of that termination and of the parents’ right to appeal the decision to the Director.

3.
Home Education Plan 

1.   For the parent-led portion of the blended program, parents must provide a detailed plan for the courses they will teach.  This plan needs to include the following:

· The areas of study (cores and/or options) the parents are responsible for;

· The type of curriculum the parent will be using, if they are using one (Alberta Program of Studies, Alberta Distance Learning Centre, On-line, other);

· The learning outcomes for each subject, if the curriculum is not approved by Alberta Education;

· The learning resources to be used;

· The various methods of teaching that will be appropriate to the child;

· The forms of assessment that will be compiled into a learning portfolio for the monitoring teacher to evaluate.

2.   The Home Education Plan should be based on the following considerations:

· The way each child learns most successfully;

· Special needs or aptitudes that will influence teaching methods;

· The child’s possible future career pathways or preferences;

· University entrance credentials or specific requirements for a trade or certification process;

· The parents’ level of comfort with teaching particular subjects;

· The availability of resources. 

Work Portfolios

The purpose of the work portfolio is to demonstrate learning.  It should contain a variety of samples of the work the child has undertaken at different stages in the learning process.  It may include:

· Completed projects

· Writing samples – essays, journal entries, stories, poems, research papers, etc.

· Diagrams, graphs and charts

· Organizational evidence – mind maps, sketches, webs, outlines, etc.

· Media presentations

· CTBS and/or other tests

· Anecdotal records of skills attained, metacognition, cooperative learning and debriefing interviews

· Student self-assessment

· Lab reports/results

· Some completed work from textbooks, modules and workbooks

